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Munrce Husbands, Fellowship Director
* * *
THREE NEW CHUHCHES

Due to the rapid growth of liberal religion, it became evident a few years
ago that each dollar in the Extension Department budget would have to do more
work. Two of the three Fellowships that achieved church status were strong enough
to accept a reduced subsidy; the third asked for no financial assistance at alles
The two are South Peel (Toronto) Canada, and North Shore (Chicago) Illinois.
Westwood, California raised locally a budget of almost thirteen thousand dollars.
A total of 18 Fellowships have now grown into churches.

Two other Fellowships, working through the Department of the Ministry, have
called full-time resident ministers, they being Burlington, Towa and Mldland,
Texas. HRach expects to achieve church status in a yea or twos

ANOTHER RECORD

More Fellowships were organized in the last twelve months thin in any year
since the program was begun in 1948. By regions they were foimed in the follow-
ing communitiess

Pacific Coast - 15: Anchorage, Fairbanks and Sitka-Mt., Edgecumbe, Alaskaj
San Diego, Sonoma County and Westwood, Calif; Boise and Pocatello, Idahoj West
Hills (Portland), Oregon; las Cruces, New lMexico; Logan and Ogden, Utah;Everett,
Pt. Angeles-Sequim and Yakima, Washington.

Thomas Jefferson - 8: Florence, Alabama; Ft. Myers, Lakeland, Melbourne and
Tempa, Florida; Fredericksburg and Waynesboro, Virginia; Macon, Georgias

Middle Atlantic - 5: Annapolis and Bel Air, Maryland; Morristowvn and New
Brunswick, New Jersey; Rockland County, New York,

Western - iz Grand Junction, Colorado, Great Falls, Montana; Casper and
Laramie, Wyomings

Meadville - 2: East Aurora, New York; East Shore (Cleveland), Ohioe

Southwest - 2: Lafayette, Louisiana; Abilene, Texas.

Nor thern New England - l'" Heglair'err'wzrfbartmou—th Collegé}; New Hampsrhireo?

TRAVEL

The Fellowship Director made three major trips last year covering a distance
almost equal to a voyage around the worlde. The financial backing of the Laymen!s
League enabled us to make contact and organize Fellowships in the Alaskan Terri-
tory and also visit the Mexico City Pellowship. In the Fall meetings were held
- with-petential-and-existing Followships-in the-Southeast.-A-short jaunt was made

gt the end of Jamuary in the MiddIs—#tlamtic States; —and-in—the-Spring-the trip—-
was concentrated in the Chio River.fValley area. The Director was a guest speaker
; : ferences in New England,




e T FELLOWSHIP IDEA -HAS- TAKEN HOLD .

2

More and more, the idea of forming small lay-led Unitarian societies is re-
ceiving active support throughout the denomination. Using the materials developed
at headquarters, an increasing number of churches are taking the initiative in
organizing Fellowships in communities in their area; both the ministers and church
laymen are providing leaderships, Not only will this add to our growth, but it has
a healthy effect on the churches. If from the outset the new Fellowships were
brought into a cooperative relationship with the nearby churches, the mortality
rate of Fellowships would be much lower,.

IEADERSHIP IS STILL THE ANSWER

Eight Fellowships ceased to exist this year due to the faet that good leaders
were not developed or to the departure from the community of the capable ones. It
is impossible to build leadership t hrough correspondence, and without a nearby
church with minister and laymen to help the new group over its difficult periods,
Pellowships can wither and die.

Mobile, Alabama never attained any real strength. It came into existence
with the minimum membership and failed to develop a strong program, thus did not
attract new members, Several persons visit nearby Fairhope on occasion,

Bellflower-lLakewood, Salinas and Vallejo in California have  all been inactive
this past year. Here again strong and devoted leadership was not developed or
else it moved away,

Savannahp, Georgia certainly should support a strong and active Uni tarian
group. lLeadership was poor. A fresh start should be made here,

With Topeka, Kansas we have lost contact. Just recently we were informed
that the President moved away almost a year ago and his father has forwarded our
mailings to hime

Great Falls, Montana was a most isolated society. New this past year, it
made a good start and then most of its leaders moved away. Two of the families
are now active in other groups, but the Fellowship is no more.

Superior, Wisconsin is across the river from Duluth, Minnesota, in which
there is a Unitarian church. The Fellowship existed for about two years, attracted
some new people and then voted to disband but attend the Duluth church,

STATISTICAL REPORT

Affiliated FELLOWSHIPS | Net Gain | Average
| Fellowships { Organ-| Became | Died | Unitarian| UUA

on May 1lst ized Churches Societies | Contribs|

1948 00 00 00 00 00 00

1949+—22 22 00 00 22 &2k+65

1950 50 30 1 1 29 27.86

1951 | 61 20 2 7 13 36.88

1952 | 89 | 34 2 n 30 L3437

1953 | 110 26 2 N 23 L7.00

1951329 » k 28 - 58,52 e
- 1985 | 185— 32— 25 7657

1956 181 4 37 29 86,29

Totals: 18 730 199 —
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'UNITED UNITARIAN APPEAL -

The average contribution per Fellowship to the Appeal was increased by almost
ten dollars this past year. The Western Conference increased by an average of
thirty-five dollars; the Thomas Jefferson by twenty-seven. The drop by the Pacific
Coast can be attributed to some extent to the formation of fifteen new groups, for
Fellowships do not contribute as generously in their first year of existence. This
is the first time that all the regions assumed full responsibility for the Fellow-
ship Appeal contributions, On the whole a good job was dones ’
Fellowship Contributions to the Appeal by Regions

April 30, 1956

Region FELLOWSHIPS Contributions Average

0Id + New = Total Total Average 1955
Southwest 16 | 2 18 $1,895.25 | $105.30 | $89.31

T, Jefferson| 26 8 3L 3,2211.57 9L.8L 67.75
Pac. Coast L2 | 15 57 L, 900,20 87.32 | 107.8L

Wes tern 37 1 b L1 3,48L4.18 87,10 | 52,20
Meadville 12 2 1l 993,78 70,98 77,0l
Mid. Atla 9 5 U 838.99 59493 59,12
Unassigned 141 0 1 50,00 50.00 | 50,00
NeNeEs o} 1 1 143.00 L3.00 00C
| We Can. 1 0 1 16450 16450 10,00

Wl | 37 | 182 15,LL6452 86429 76477

MINISTER=AT-LARGE PLAN

The A.UsAs Board has approved the Extension Department plan wherein a Minise
ter-at-Large will be employed to work with the larger Fellowships, to help them
reach a 90~100 family membership and achieve financially independent church status.
Under this program and the snow-balling interest in Fellowships all over the con-
tinent, this new fiscal year should prove a very successful one,




SPRING FIELD TRIP T

March 20 to April 7, 1956
Munroe Husbands, Fellowship Director

FSEEREREE

At the end of the 1955 Fall trip, it appeared as though flnanc:l.al llmltatz,ons
would prevent a Sprlng trips. However, it was determlned after the February Board,
meeting that a somewhat shorter trip would be feasible, Plans were made, although
the shox'tness of tlme prevented as detailed a preparatlon as usuale

March 20 - Elmira, N..Y. Lei‘t Boston mred;.ately after the northeastern sea—

.board bligzard had spent its fury. Was met at the hotel by Rev, Ralph Helverson

and three of his parishioners from Ithacas The meeting, fairly successful, attractec
about twenty-five people, with 18 signing, John L. Joy, 307 Grant St., Elmira, is
the -Chaiman of the Temporary Steering Committee, and Mrss Fred Barton, 33L Imperial,
Painted Post, N.Y., is Secretary. Ralph spoke’ ‘briei‘ly assurlng the group of the
sincere interest of the Ithaca Church.in its progress. A Fellowsh:n.p will develsps

March 21 - Williamsport, Penna. - Arthur Fiedler and the Boston Pops Orchestra
was perfoming and tFais was real oompetition. Just six attended:the meeting, with
all signing and stating they knew of others who definitely would -be interesteds
With the Temporary Chairman, Wallace R. Duyer, 1516 Warren Ave., and Temporary Sec-
retary, Mrs. Louis C. Cate, 122 Rural Avenue, they believe a Fellowship can be
started; it is possible one may. As with.all groups, I left a list of the names
and addresses of local people who had. expressed an interest in Unltarlanlﬁm.

March 22 - State College, Penna. St-opp_e.d .at_ Penn f?ta.te to talk with Dre. Anton
Kovar, President of the Fellowship.. He believes dur Fellowship there to be leaning
over backwards to be conservative . SQClOlOglCBllJu ‘Assured me he and other members
of the Fellowship would be glad to speak. before Wllllamsport and Altoona if their
services. were requested; we are taking .them. up on thls.

- Altoona,, Penna. In 1930 the populat:n.on of this city was 82,0003
in 1940, 80,000, and in 1950 it is 77,000. As Unitarian Fellowships are difficult
to form in retrogressive communities, it was a pledsant surprise to have 16 attend
the meeting. Two persons, stating they were "orthodox", left at the conclusion
of the talk; one young man was. a member of the First Church, Ph;l.ladelphla, and of
the remainder twelve signed, Temporary Chaimman is Dr. Greégory Sarr, 716 Pine St.,
Hollidaysburg and the Secretary, Mrs. Charles L. Britt, R.D. #2, Box 86, Altoona,
from whom we have already received correspondence 1nd1cat1ng progress and opt:m:v.sm.

March 23 - Johnstown, Pennau Almost a complete fa,:.lure here. Four local

people and a delegation of five from the Rl.ttsburgh Church (Unitarian Extension

Committee) comprised the, auda.ence. Johnstown, top, has experienced a decllrung

- rate of - population, decreasa;ng%%@&each decadeesz.nce 1950.,77Two rew Church of .

the . Larger Fellowship members and poss:Lbly another two are the only tanglble results
of this meeting. . . . .

Warch 25=25 = onarLeSton,W—Va‘—ﬁt—the—eaggestxcn—ei‘—th :
Charleston Fellowship &ssumed the Tesponsibility .of -sponsoring.a two—day Fellowship
Conference; it was highly successful. _ Something less than 75 was' the number of
delegates attending from Charleston, Huntington and Morga.ntown, We Vas, Hoanoke,
Va. and the Chairman of the Board and his wife from Marietta, Ohios  Charleston

— _*—’—'*"itad—‘recent]:y‘"];e-ased—end renovatedfa——quense g hudard-w;d,ing«:.t_:.nta_thnee_maln_ee_c__
T tions: Toyer, large auditorium ,—H‘Uerren"and—betm'eomﬂhe—rear* The- pa—ln

ardly dry. Carl Gavender ( Charle




served as master of ceremonies, keeping the frogram moving at all times, The pro-
gram was as follows: ’

. Saturdays. -.1), Welcome- and introduct:.on df Fellowship offlcers (br:.ef word from
e each)a, R
L ,,'2) "H:,story of. Un:.tarlan Fellowshlp Movement! — M. He : ,
T 777 3) Coffee-coke break
h) Discussion groups (together, not separately)
... . - - a) "PFellowship Advancement! -M. H. , '
' o7 - Db) "Program Problems and Solutions" - Walter Felty, Huntington
b o B c) "Fellowship Financing" =~ ReDe Webb, Charleston
- d) "Rel:;.g:.ous Education" - Mrs, Eleanor Gibbard and ch:leren,
h Morgantown -
5) Relaxet;.on break
6) Reports from Fellowships ~ all represented, 1nc1ud1ng Mar:n.etta
Church . ‘
7; Targe, hoty delicious mealt = s
8) Report-on Released Time’ ControverSy in. I\'Iorgantown E. Gibbard
_ ; ~ 9) Devotional: Program - Keith Smith, Charleston - - :
LT . 10) . "How Honest is Rellg:.on?" = Mo He
- 11) Dpiscussion =
_12).,Ret1re at hemes of Gharleston hosts

Sunday: 1) "Shall we Unlte? How? - Who?" = Yes

| T ... .. . (d.e., decision to form a'Ws Vap. ‘Confergnce )
; T "'ag Official Newsletter? = Yes .

: S : < Annwal -Conference? - Yes T
.e)"-:’-smuner Conferences? = Xes. Where? = 7
d) Program Cdoperation? ~ Yes e

‘ e) Joint Projects? = Yes .

) - .2):.Church Service, "Liberal AND Rehglous Unltarians" Dr. Rs- 3: 0N
j R P Vining (layman), Montgomery, W, Va. :

- oo 33 Iunch - at Homés;® as guests of Charleston
.Partlng adv:Lce and comments :

A half dozen years ago the:c'e was no ‘Un:n.tar:_an soc1ety in the state of West
V:Lrglnla, now fou.r Fellowships. together have conducted one of the most successful
conferences 1t has been my pleasure to- atternde - :

-

] March 26 -~ Port;ﬂnouth, 0Ohio. Attendance of 22, 1nclud1ng Rev. Eilsworth Smlth
- of Cincinnati and the-Extension .Chairman of that church, and four or:five people
from Chillicothe, h? miles aways One woman Sald, 41 proudly declare myself a -
Methodist," for which she .was commended,: and 13 51gned. The temporary leaders are:
——Arthur- hcke]hemer*Sﬁ)%ﬁroadway Portsmeuth,—@halrman,vand Mrs. Phyllis Swan,. .
2057 Russell Ave., West Portsmouth, Secretary. A Karl Beu, 35 Tecumseh Drive,
Chillicothe, expressed an interest in exploring the poss:.blllty of organ:l.z:.ng a
Fellowshlp in his communltf. Are followlng UPs AR .

March 27 - Yellow Sprlngs, Oh:.o. Meet:l.ng held on Antloch campus the n:Lght
before flnals ‘and the college: quarter- endeda If a Fellowshlp results here, it - s
will bé a pleasa.nt surprises - F:L.fteen or more attended, with eight signing,. and ;
the Temporary Secretary-is Mrs. Cécil €4 (Frances) Holland, Route 1, Box 290-D, *
Ié']j.'OTTSPI'IHgS aeve] _ﬂ:“people—arguedﬁthat—th&meﬂtal— &tmeephere—et—Ant:,ach is .
s0 rel:.g:.ously l:l.be R : . et‘——the—m»——r—_—e
matter :LS that “thos




e ——was- Meight-with-us but wished-to -consider it further,". 'The temporary officers

",_33.,;;-

" March 28 - Urbana, Ohio, Met with nine members of the ex:Lst:Lng Fellowsh;u_p and
with five visitors from our group in Springfield. Urbana has had tough sleddings
the local Presbyterian minister had declared publicly that the Unitarian group was
eomposed of Communists. The Fellowship insisted and got a public retraction, but
retractions seldom outweigh the. original statements. Members have gone quietly
ahead with their programming. They were instrumental in introducing a fellowship
weekend at which foreign students from nearby colleges and universities spend a _
weekend each year in the homes of local persons. The local citizens became' inter~
ested and the Fellowship has now turned the activity over to the communi ty., Negro
and white, Jew and Gentile citizens participate in the program, and guest students
are selected, 1rrespective of race, national origin or religion. This has had a
unifying effect and increased the understanding of dlfferer;ces within the com-—

munity. The Fellowship was instrumental also in organlzing a league of Women Voters
chaptar with the present President a Unitarian. The Fellowship is interracial,
With the assistance of HRev. Lewis McGee, . the Sprlngf:,eld Fellowshlp reported that
steady progress has been made this past year.

March 29 - Oxford, Ohioe Over LO students from Miami University and a dozen

© faculty and townspeople attended the meetings There is an.L.K.Ye group on campus
with but 5 or 6 members. Most of the students were s:.ncerely 1nterested or curious
about Unitarianism, but the young leader of the youth group failed, in my opinion,
to take advantage of the opportunities presented to hime Nine persons signed

. and there was indication that a somewhat larger nunber is interested, No students
were encouraged to join in the Fellowship; nor were they strongly dissuaded. John
He Eicher (faculty advisory for LeR.Y.), Chemistry Depts, Miami Us, is the Temporar:
Chairman, and Mrs. John A. Kirkpatrick, 313 No. Poplar St., Oxford, is acting Sec-
retary. The minister and Extension Comm:u.ttee Cha:x.rman of the First Church in
C:an:J.nnatJ. attended the meeting. -

March 30 - Hamilton,.Ohio, On-November 18, through Pev. ‘Ellsworth Smrbh, the
Ohio Unlversallst Convention invited our ofi‘:l.ce to- join with them in forming a
Fellowsh:l.p in Hamilton. -Each was to contpribute $2500 toward the project. We de-
¢lined as (1) the A.U«A. Extension Committee, following the mandate of the vote
' of the societies and of the Joint Session in Andover, a,greed that any merger at
‘the present time should be Mabové the parish level," not below it; and (2) the
annual budget of the Fellowship Office at that time was $2300 with which it was
expected a minimum of 25 Fellowships would be organized. The Universalists were
encouraged to proceed on tteir own, Then, after a two and one=half years! lapse
with no initiative taken by either dencmination and with members of the First Uni-
tarian Chureh of Cincinnati 1iving in Hamilton requesting that-a Unitarian Fellow-
ship be formed, communications were exchanged with Rev,: Ellsworth Smith, and it
was agreed that there was a real need for a Unitarian-group in Hamilton. Plans
were made accordingly. Eighteen attended the meeting, including the minister and
three parishioners from the Cincinnati First Church.. (Mr. Smithis a bear for
punlshment ) Thirteen signed, excluding a local Judge ‘(a'nd wife) who said he

are: John Wa ‘Simmons, 933 Gail Avenue, Fairfield, Ohlo, Chairman, and Mrs. Fred
Ellis, 1195 Clovernook Drive, Ham:.lton, Secretary Other persons known to be
interested could not at’tend. '

March 31 -~ Clnc:Lnnat:L. Ellsworth Smith had a Sa.turday evening party (gab=-fest)
with v:Ls:Ltlng flreman and local parlshloners ~ most enJoyable.

Aprll 1~ Carbondale s Tlle Left Clnc:mnatl fairly eéarly Sunday morn for Carw

——————bendale;—where—I-Wes—to—econduet-an-evenin g~Ees:ber— services— This Fellowsh: iphas——-

come alive and-really growns Rent an unused‘cemrty‘schoci—buﬁd:mg‘ ~havea—good——
: i i chool, hold regular services @ Sunday morn’ and-an evening dis-~




